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FRX FINANCIAL REPORTING EXTENDER

The FRx Financial Reporting Extender is a popular financial reporting tool that enables users to
create management and financial reports from your general ledger. FRx adds-on to more than
two dozen popular accounting systems including Great Plains, Solomon, Axapta, and Navision.
FRx automatically extracts information from these general ledger systems and if desired,
combines it with information from other sources such as Lotus 1-2-3 or Microsoft Excel®
spreadsheets. Customized report formatting tools allow you to create just the specific
management and financial reports you desire, by different reporting levels. FRx reports may then
be printed, e-mailed or saved to a variety of output file formats.

By taking advantage of the Lotus 1-2-3 or Microsoft Excel import feature, you can include
additional information like statistical or special budget amounts in your FRx reports. Then, you
can reload your finished reports into a new Lotus 1-2-3 or Microsoft Excel spreadsheet for
further changes. In FRX, the design of your reports are separate from your general ledger. As a
result, you can change reports without modifying your accounting system’s general ledger.
Presented below is the FRx main menu screen.
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The basic design philosophy of FRx is to break data down to the smallest possible component,
and then mix and match the data as needed. With this building block approach, it is possible to
combine text, amounts, calculations, and summaries in an unlimited fashion. The following are
the report building blocks: 1. Row formats; 2. Column layouts; and 3. Reporting trees.
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In the Catalog of Reports, users can run reports using one of the following building block
combinations: 1. Row format and column layout; and Row format, column layout, and reporting
tree. Users can also specify the type of report you want to run: 1. Financial reports; 2. Account
detail reports; 3. Transaction detail reports; and 4. Any combination of these report types.
Reports can be based on a summary, company-wide basis or on selected units from a reporting
tree. The resulting report is customized in accordance with the row format and column layout
you selected. Presented below is the FRx screen for design column layouts. FRx supports up to
255 columns on a single financial report.
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In the column layout screen above, users define the report columns, calculations specific to each
column, and column headings. The information in a column layout is later combined with the
information in a row format and, optionally, with reporting tree information that you specify and
stored in the Catalog of Reports. Each column layout can be combined with one or more row
formats. A column layout can contain up to 255 separate columns such as descriptive text,
general ledger or worksheet amounts, and calculations. You can also specify the column width
and any column headings.

FRx uses a spreadsheet look and feel for column layouts. Users simply setup the columns across
the page as they want them to appear. Presented below is an expanded view of the various drop
down options offered by FRx for critical column data.
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""" FRx Desktop - [Col - Consol_3Mo_YTD]
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The column types that can be inserted in the TYPE row of the Column Layout window as
follows:

GL - Displays data from the general ledger. Also displays external worksheet data when
you use a Link to GL + Worksheet or Link to Worksheet column in the row format.

CALC - Displays the result of a simple or complex calculation. You can enter the
calculation formula in the Calc Formula cell.

DESC - Places the row description you entered in the row format. Although this column
is frequently the first one on the report, it can be placed anywhere.

ROW - Displays the individual row codes from the Row Code column in the row format.

ACCT - Displays the general ledger account codes that apply to each row. For account
and transaction detail reports, the full account code displays. For financial reports and
higher-level reports that may be a combination of several accounts, the GL link from the
row format displays.

FILL - Fills the cell with a character that is enclosed in double quotes. For example, to
fill a column with periods, enter FILL ““.”” If you do not enter a character, FRx leaves the
column blank.

WKS - Displays data pulled from an external spreadsheet. For example: Lotus 1-2-3 or
Microsoft Excel.

Transaction Detail Codes - Presents the appropriate detail in a transaction detail report.
By specifying a value in the column TYPE cell, you can create a column layout for a
transaction detail report that contains a separate column for each type of transaction
information. These codes are always used in conjunction with GL columns. You must
include both a current and year-to-date GL column to create transaction detail reports.
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As shown in the screen shot above, the user has several options for the specific data to be
presented in each column. Here we see that actual data, statistical data, or a variety of budget
data can be placed into column B.

When you use the conditional column options, any column can be displayed or omitted based on
whether the column’s fiscal period falls before or after the base period on the report. For
example, this feature enables you to create a report that displays 12 different periods in which
actual amounts display for the base period and all prior periods. Budget amounts or forecast
amounts from an external spreadsheet display for all future periods. Such a report dynamically
derives the correct data for the actual or budget or forecast amounts based on the base period for
which the report is run.

You can use the following print control options for conditional columns:

P<B Displays this column only if the period is less than the base period.

P>B Displays this column only if the period is greater than the base period.

P=B Displays this column only if the period is equal to the base period.

P<=B Displays this column only if the period is less than or equal to the base period.
P>=B Displays this column only if the period is greater than or equal to the base period.
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""" FRx Desktop - [Col - Consol_3Mo_YTD]
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The Start Date and End Date cells restrict data in GL columns to specific dates. This technique is
useful for daily or weekly sales reporting, cash analysis needs, and other date-sensitive reports.
You can enter a date using the day of the month or a full date. If you enter a date or a date range
using a two-digit year value that is greater than 30, FRx assigns it a 1900 century date. If you
enter a value that is less than or equal to 30, FRx assigns it a 2000 century date.

You can enter either a day number or a range of days. The day number refers to the number of
days after the start of the fiscal period, not the actual calendar date. For a period beginning on
May 15, day 1=May 15, day 2=May 16 and so on.

In the Column Layout window, when the amounts in a column are the result of a calculation, you
must enter CALC in the TYPE cell and enter the formula in the Calc Formula cell. You can add,
subtract, multiply, or divide columns. You can also perform any type of complex calculation
including IF/THEN/ELSE statements within the formula.
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™ File Edit Format Company Options  Currency Translation

EIEEE] = Select the Penod(z] for This Column
T
Column Headers & - 8 BaSE Eaze Penod Specified at Repart Time
! L&] Monthly Act BASE+H #f Period AFTER Base Period
2 BASE-# # Period EEFORE Base Period
£ @Month 170 BASE From Perod 1 TO Basze Penad
m # Enter the Actual Period Mumber
Tope [GL, Cale. e} [DESC  GL HT0# R ange of Periods - [From # T0O #)
EBook CodelAtribute Categany; ACTUAL
Fiscal Year, BASE
F'eﬁsj C;dae[; BASE-2 / ok I Cancel |
Current Perr'TD: CUR

You can also use the Fiscal Year and Period Code cells when creating CALC columns in the
column layout window. Column calculations can refer to any other column, including subsequent
columns. FRx resolves the dependent columns first. If a column refers to another column that in
turn refers back to the current column, a circular reference error results.
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™ File Edit Format Company Options  Currency Translation
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FRx uses the concept of base year and base period rather than current year and current period.
This enables you to design column layouts that are easily adapted to different reporting needs. If
you used current period to print a report for the prior period or any other period, you have to
modify the column layout. By using the base concept, once you specify the base period in the
column layout, all you need to do is tell FRx what base period to run the report for in the Catalog
of Reports.

The base period in the Catalog of Reports usually defaults to the current period. So when you

design column layouts, think of base period and year as the current period and year. Then, when
you start printing reports, you can generate the same report with different base periods or years.

PASSWORD PROTECTION

A nice feature in FRx is the ability to password protect the viewing of a financial report. This
feature allows reports to be shared freely through e-mail or on intranets, but only authorized
people have the ability to actually see the reports. Elsewhere FRx provides the ability for users to
setup a separate password to limit drill down capabilities to only those people who are authorized
to do so. For example, a given user many have rights to view the financial report, but not have
the rights to drill into the payroll expense amount to see how much the president is paid. This
capability is shown in the screen shot below.

'*" FRx Desktop - [Col - C 0 =12 x|
[™ File Edit Format Com ry Currency Translation  Admin Window  Help _1&8| x|
DIE’;IEIQI * V"q Fé‘@é_ Fant Style: ﬂ
C6 |cum —
Column Headers | §. Pazsiiin, | H |
1 Pazsword |- I
2 \ Last Year
Mew Pazsword:
3 Cancel | Actual
Werify: I
Column Detail | |
Type [GL, Cale, etc) |DET L [a
Book Code/Attribute Cateqary: ACTUAL

252 Copyright - July, 2005 — Accounting Software Advisor, LLC



CATALOG OF REPORTS

Once the Row formats, Column layouts, and reporting trees have been created, these elements
are mixed and matched in the screen below to produce a variety of reports and financial

statements. These resulting reports are organized as a “Catalog of Reports”.

""" FRx Desktop - [Catalog] BEE

Ej. File Edt Company Catalog Optionz Admin Window Help .= 5'
| |E3|H|@| é{: II@I == (777 |2 D,fﬁ" Generate Report

Catalog ID [Consal BS_IS EIBalanca Sheet And Incame Eﬂtatalog Records

| New | Clone | Save | Delete ‘

I~ Use Row Format(s) and \Worksheet Links from Reporting Tree

Company [Pef E”Film\v\furks Demo Find
Detail LegeIIFinanciaI Repoart j FReport Date Im
Provizsional I Frovizional. Posted + Unposted Activiy j
Building Blocks ]/mT Page Dptiohs T Report Dptlnns]
— Riow Farmat
|Corsol_BS_I5 |$I Consalidated Balance Sheat and Inc Strmnt I" Effective Dales

i~ Columm Layout

ICOHSOLE)MD_YTD H ‘Cunsulidaled Last 3 Months and ¥ TD Act-Bud Variance [~ Effective Dates
— Reporting Tree
[¥ Use Reporting Tree: | ‘With no tree, partial account in raw format produces company-wide summary

IFiImCDnsoI |EI |Heg\onal Filmwork Tree using kS Links

[ Effective Dates

Starting Unit |F\LM WORKS INC [Consalidated]

(2]

Here, row formats, column layout, and reporting tree building blocks are selected, and the new
report is given a catalog ID name. Numerous options allow the user to fine-tune the formatting;

and then view, print, or export the report.

E-MAILING REPORTS AUTOMATICALLY

" FRx Desktop - [Catalog] =]

B3+ File Edit Company Catalog Options Admin  Window Help

=8| x|

m ‘Xz II@I :‘E TTT sE D,fff" Generate Report |

Catalog 1D IConsoI_BS_IS I Balance Sheet &And Income Eﬂ Catalog Fecards

Mew I Clone I Save | Delete ‘

Campary IFW |Fi|m\-\-"0rks Lemo Find
Detail Lexwel I Financial Report j Report Date [ 573172003
Frovisional I Provisional: Posted + Unposted Activity j

Building Blocks T Output T Page Options T Report Dptions]

Output Options | E-mail UptionsT Web Publishing ]

o Address Subject

@ Send as Attachment
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" Send az Link to File

Recipients
& |ze Catalog

! [z Tiree:
=) Combine Eatalog and Tres

Add Remove Clear
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In this screen we see options to enable E-mail, which allows users to send the report via e-mail
as Attachment or as Link to File. Sending an FRx DrillDown Viewer report file automatically
selects the Compress DrillDown File check box so that file sizes will be smaller. When the user
clicks the shortcut, the FRx DrillDown Viewer retrieves only the information the user
specifically selects from the shared report file. The result is "on-demand paging"” that minimizes
network traffic.

PUBLISHING REPORTS TO THE WEB

FRx Desktop - [Catalog] = |7 x|
f5. File Edit Compary Catalog Options Admin  ‘window Help =18 x|
|D IE?’IHI@ | b III |:'EITTTIE:‘&-ID,£|T" Generate Report |
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Company |F‘v‘v" |FiImW0rks Demo Find | New | Clane | Save | Qﬂﬂ
Detail Level | Financial Report =]

= Report Date 7373172003 [ 2]

Frovigional I Pravigional: Pasted + Unposted Activig

Building Blocks T Output T Page Options T Report Dptions]
Output Options T E-mail Options T Web Publishing ]

‘web Location

Falder Mame

Report Name  [Concal BS_IS

][]

As shown in the screen shot above, FRx allows users to publish reports to the web. You must
specify the web location, folder name, and report name where the report is to be published.
Thereafter, reports are published on demand, or on a periodic schedule. Links can be e-mailed to
relevant users.

PROVISIONAL POSTING

Another interesting feature in FRx is provisional posting — the ability to import all un posted
transactions and produce a financial report as if all transactions have actually been posted. In
some situations, this could be a very useful feature for management and executives. In other
situations, this feature might be misused (aka the Enron Button) where financial statements were
produced without an adequate underlying audit trail.

FRx Desktop - [Catalog] = |7 x|
f5.. File Edit Company Catalog Options Admin ‘window Help =18 x|
B =[=1ENE B E EiE S Generale Flepart |

Catalog 1D IEDnsoI_ES_IS |$I|Balance Sheet And Income Mﬂﬁatalog Fecords

Company [P/ [2] Fimw/orks Demo Frd | Wew | Opne | Seve | QEH

Detail Level I Financial Repart j

Beport Date [3731/2003 [2]

Provizional | Provisional: Posted + Unposted Activity j

————|Jze Posted Balances Onl
e isional. Posted + Inpozted Achvity
Include Unposted Activity Only

Acct/Tran Detal ] Tree Options ] Advanced ] Currency Tlanslation]

Formatting
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REPORTING OPTIONS

As shown below, FRx offers numerous reporting options such as round to nearest billions,

currency conversion, data suppression, etc.

FRx Desktop - [Catalog]
B3 Fie Edit

_[5]x]
=181 x|
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B = =EEEE ==l
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Generate Repart

Catalog Records

Company [Fuf EHFiImWorks Dema Hew Clone | Save
Detail Level I Financial Report j Report Date [ 373172003
Provigional I Provisional Posted + Unposted Activity j
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— General Option Founding of Amaunt

v Use [ ]For Negative Murnbers
v Digplay Commas in Amounts

¥ Use % Signs on Percertages
[¥ Currency Symbal on 1st Row

[¥ Digplay Blanks for Zero Amounts
[ Dizplay Rows With No Amounts

IWhD|B Dollars

™ Rollup Roundsd Yalues

¥ Use RoundedValues for Caleulations and T otals

=

inthe Tree

[ Diisplay Reports Wwith Mo Active Rows Buiding Blocks | Output | Page Options T Rej
™ Allow Column Test Overflow

port Dptions]

ID Extra Lines Between Rows

Formatting | et/ Tran Delaili]/ Tiee DpliunsT Advanced T Cumency Translaliun]

—Optians for &ccount Detal Reports
¥ Display GL Account Code
v Display Account Description from Chart
¥ Display Row Code
[¥ Combine Posted and Unposted Amounts
¥ Display Underscore before Totals
¥ Mark Unposted Accounts with *
v Include Detail for Mon-Printing Fovws
[~ Saoit GL Aceounts by Natural Code
[ Suppress CER calculation

|2 Spaces Between Columng

SubtatalFiltering Account Detal
7| Gubtotalon Seament
7| Usedeeount Fiter

Buiding Blacks | Output | Page Options T Feport Dptinns]

| FormattingT Acct/Tran Detal T ]/ Advanced T Currency Tlanslation]

Fiepoiting Unit Selection
" Select Units at Run Time

Page Breaks
i~ Before Each Reparting Linit

Euilding Blocks ] Output ] Page Options ] HeportDptions]

" Include All Urits
i+ Include Specific Mumber of Levels

% Mo Page Breaks between Urits
" Use Reporting Tres

2 Levels Down from Starting Unit

I Pestart Numbeting with Every Unit
I Allow Rollup <13

Formatting T Acct/Tian Detal T Tree Options T @dvanc

]/ Cuirency Translaliun]

™ Disable Tres Security

- Exception Repart

I™ Report Missing Accts
I FReport Duplicate Accts

— Rallup Basis
& Period Mumbers
" Period Dates

r FepartEHusue

L
Building Blocks | Output | Page Options T Report Options I

Formatting T Acct/Tran Detail T Tree Options T AdvancedT

D& Currency Conversion Options:

Spot Rate Source: I g
Historical FRate Source: I g

— Calculation Priority
" Calculate Calumns First
& Calculate Rows First

— Dther Option
W Include Amounts in Future Periods
¥ Display Report Processing Status
¥ Missing Urit Warning
™ Exclude Inactive Accounts [If Available)
I= | Disatle Ledaer Fefiesh
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